
Name ____________________________________ 

The Second 
Continental 
Congress 

Some colonists did not favor _______________________________________ 

while others were ready to ________________________________________ 

their rights against the _____________________________________. 

Congress met in __________________________________________ in May 

______________________. New England delegates wanted to 

_______________________________ independence. Most delegates 

agreed they needed to _____________________________ for war and 

form an ___________________________________. 

_____________________________________________________ was chosen as 

commander of Continental army. To pay for the army, 

Congress began ________________________ paper money. 

5.4 Cloze Activity 



Patriots Against 
Loyalists  

Colonists who favored ________________________________________ were 

called _________________________________________ while those who 

remained __________________________________________ to Britain and 

the king were called ___________________________________________. Most 

were __________________________________, but about _____________ of the 

colonists were Loyalists. The remaining colonists were 

_______________________________________________. 

________________________________ took control of local governments. 

Some _________________________________ came from the 

___________________________________ families. They feared a rebellion 

would lead to a _________________________________ in government and 

they would ____________________________ their 

_____________________________________________. Loyalists would often be 

government ________________________________________ who owed their 

______________________________ to the British Crown. 

_______________________________________________________________ sided with 

the British hoping to win their 

__________________________________________. Fearing losing their lands 

if the _____________________________________ won independence many 

__________________________________ Americans also sided with the 

British.  About ____________________________________ Loyalists left the 

country. 

  



Name ____________________________________ 

Petitioning the 
King 

The Second _____________________________________ Congress hoped 
peace could be __________________________________. One resolution 
passed was the ___________________________________________ Petition 
that was sent to  ______________________________________. The petition 
stated that the ____________________________ were ______________________ 
to the king.  Congress also passed a ________________________________ 
statement that declared the colonists were ready to ____________ 
rather than live as ______________________________________. King 
George did not _________________________________ the Petition but did 
declare the colonies in open ________________________________________. 

An important 
American Victory 

In May 1775, a__________________________________ took place in 
northern _____________________________________ at Fort 
______________________________________________________. Leading the 
attack was ______________________________ Allen. Allen and his men 
surprised the _______________________________________ troops who 
surrendered almost _______________________________________. Fort 
Ticonderoga was important because it controlled the 
________________________________ between  _______________________________ 
and the Hudson River ____________________________ AND it held 
_______________________________, especially cannons.  The Americans 
needed ____________________________ to match the power of the 
_______________________________________. Those cannons were moved 
to __________________________________________, where Washington used 
them to ___________________________ the British from 
________________________________________. 

Early Battles The British had _________________________ in ________________________ by 
June 1775. The Americans had ______________________________ 
surrounding the city.  There were _______________________  troops 
occupying Breeds ________________. From this position, they could 
_______________________ upon ____________________ ships in the harbor.  

Battle of Bunker 
Hill 

The American surrounding ________________________ were 
_________________________________ and __________________________, not 
trained ________________________.  Gen. Howe decided to attack 
___________________________ up the hill. The Americans did not have 
much _________________________________ so they waited until the 
_______________________________ soldiers were about ____________________ 



 

 

 

 

 

feet away before firing. The first British attack __________________, 
as did the ___________________________ attack, but the third attack  
_______________________________________ because the Americans ran 
out of _________________________________ and were forced to 
__________________________________. The British won the battle, but at 
a terrible cost. The British lost ___________________________ while 
the Americans lost ________________________. In July 1775, 
_______________________________________ arrived in Boston. He knew 
that he needed to build an ________________________ and needed 
powerful _________________________ to drive the British out of 
__________________________________. The __________________________ seized 
at ___________________ _____________________________ were dragged on 
sleds on a _________________ mile-journey that took ______________ 
months. In March, Washington had the cannons placed on 
high ground ________________________ Boston. The British were 
forced to ___________________________ and never returned.  While 
the Americans won Boston, Washington knew the _____________ 
was far from over. The British had the most powerful 
___________________________ and strengthened their army by hiring 
_________________________________________. 

Invading Canada Two American armies moved north to invade 
____________________. In late December 1775, the Americans 
attacked _____________________________. American commander 
___________________________________ was killed, while 
___________________________________ was wounded. The Americans 
were forced to ____________________________ from Canada. 


